
BLACKO FROM THE ARCHIVES 
100 years ago 
The Parish Council, at its meeting of 17th March, 1919 approved 
a public celebration of peace, and on 25th March the clerk was 
instructed to send invitations to the Cycle Club, the Council 
school, the Ebenezer School, Church Mission, Springfield Shed 
and “Ladies Own” to co-operate in the Peace Celebrations.  (By 
way of explanation, the Cycle Club was more than just a band of 
cyclists, as its occupancy of the “village club” was a hub (excuse 
the pun) for much of the social activities, along with the Church 
Mission at the Chapel.)   
50 years ago 
At the Parish Council meeting on 23rd January, 1969, the Clerk 
was instructed to write to the Police Authority requesting the 
provision of a school crossing warden.  A letter was read from 
Farnworth and Watson, Solicitors, regarding the land in the 
Parish owned by St Thomas’s Church, Barrowford, and it was 
resolved that Councillor Hobson should attempt to find 
documentary evidence to support the Council’s claim that the 
land was given to the Church for the specific purpose of erecting 
a Church, and for no other purpose. 
   At the meeting on 20th March, 1969, it is recorded that it was in 
favour of the village entering the Best Kept Village Competition, 
and that new house numbers were to be given by Burnley Rural 
District Council to houses along the whole length of Gisburn 
Road.  Councillor Hobson reported that he had been unable to 
find documentary evidence relating to the Council’s claim about 
the land owned by St Thomas’s Church.  It was resolved that the 
Clerk see Mr Boggin, solicitor, and ask him to take steps to 
recover the land for the use of the village.   
    

(The land concerned referred to are the allotments - Editor.)  At 
the same meeting, it was recorded that Lancashire County 
Council had informed the Parish Council that they would be 
responsible for maintaining all roadway lighting points in the 
area from 1st April, 1969, and that an offensive smell was being 
emitted from three sewer points at the lower end of the village. 
10 years ago 
The Spring edition of Blacko News carried the front page story, 
“End in sight for rubbish nightmare – Parish Council’s 
persistence pays off”.  After what seemed an eternity, during 
which time the village had to put up with plastic bottles, cans and 
cardboard being scattered far and wide in the slightest of breezes, 
the then present system of collecting recyclable waste was to be 
abandoned later in the year. 
   The Mayor of Pendle, Councillor Shelagh Derwent (Blacko’s 
very own), along with the Mayoress, Anne McGeorge and 
children from the school, opened the new play equipment on the 
recreation ground, after the Events Committee had raised over 
£42,000 to fund the project.  It was recorded that since the 
opening, the play area had won the coveted “Best Play Area in 
the Borough” award. 
   After a brief re-opening, the village’s shop closed, proprietors, 
Steve and Carole Hardacre, having to call it a day, less than 12 
months after the reopening their “Carol’s Cabin”, a move at the 
time welcomed greatly by villagers and visitors, who never 
believed there would be a shop again in Blacko.  With a couple of 
months still to run on their lease, it had proved financially 
unviable, and would be missed.  Blacko News noted whether that 
the building would revert to the eyesore it used to be. 

THE THEME FOR THE FLORAL 
DISPLAYS IN THIS YEAR’S BRITAIN 

IN BLOOM & BEST KEPT VILLAGE 
COMPETITIONS IS 
HOT & SPICEY! 

(REDS, YELLOWS, ORANGES, ETC)  

WORKING PARTIES 
Would you like to help prepare for the 
Best Kept Village and Britain in Bloom 

North West Competitions? 
If so, please register your interest in 

joining the volunteers by ringing Vivienne 
on 616562, who will explain more. 

 
USEFUL NAMES & ADDRESSES 

 

Highway problems  
ring Lancashire County Council on  

0845 053 0011  

Blacko Neighbourhood Watch 
Mr  Tom Root, 4, Beverley Road, Blacko, BB9 6LX   698006 

or on line at www.highways@lancashire.gov.uk  
 

Blacko Events Committee 
Mrs Vivienne Hesketh,  445 Gisburn Road, Blacko, BB9 6LS    616562   

Blacko School PTA 
Ring Blacko School on 616669 
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BLACKO NEWS 
WWIINNTTEERR  22001199//2200  

A FIST FULL OF CERTIFICATES! 
(BUT NO PLAQUE AGAIN) 

NO FEWER than six certificates 
were picked up by Blacko in the 
Lancashire Best Kept Village and 
Britain Bloom North West 
Competitions. 
   The village was runner-up in the Champion 
Village class of BKV (pipped at the post by 
Higham), and winner of the best war memorial 
and children’s play area.  Staying with BKV, 
the village was runner-up in the best shop 
category, sheltered accommodation (Hill 
View) and notice board.  In Britain in Bloom 
North West Blacko won a Silver Gilt in the 
village class.  Disappointingly, and despite 
being in the finals, the Best Kept Village in 
Lancashire crown is not to be worn again for 
another year. A wonderful effort was put in, 
and the village, as always, was a beauty to 
behold.  The BIBNW report can be viewed in 
the village notice boards.  Well done everyone!   

 

So, do you love living in Blacko?  Have you heard of our Adopt-a-Spot volunteers, who keep 
an eye on parts of the village?  The Parish Council is taking this ethos further by organising 
working parties on Tuesday and Friday mornings to tackle projects and addressing issues.  If 
you would like more information (and find out more about the Best Kept Village and Britain in 
Bloom North West competitions), please ring 616562. 

 

IT HAD TO HAPPEN…… 
………….. sooner or later.  Despite repeated requests for drivers not to fully park on 
pavements, leaving insufficient room, a serious accident occurred in January when an 
elderly and infirm gentleman driving a mobility scooter tried to squeeze through the gap 
between the wall and a car.  He overbalanced and was thrown from his scooter into the 
road, fracturing his hip.  The police are investigating.  Also, brought to the attention of 
the editor, that there has been a series of incidents where vehicles parked as described 
have been “coined”.  Needless to say this is not acceptable in Blacko. 

OBITUARIES 
Since the last edition of Blacko News, we have lost three much-loved residents, who 

will be missed greatly. 
HARRY HORROCKS 

Harry was born in Nelson in 
1933.  He attended Colne 
Grammar School, and on 
leaving, joined the Royal Air 
Force as a radar technician.  He 
was a lovely man, much-admired 
and respected by all who he met 
him.  After his RAF service, he 
returned to live at Ralph Laithe 
Farm in Higherford, and then 
farmed for many years at Spout 
Farm in Blacko, but had left the 
farm in 1974, although remained 
living in the house, with 
Marjorie, who he married in 
1956, and his children, Michael 
and Janet. During his years at 
the farm, he was able to indulge 
his passion for driving, not only 
tractors, but anything 
mechanical, teaching family and 
friends to drive.  After coming off 
the farm, he kept himself busy 
working for a newspaper 
wholesaler, delivering to 
newsagents, working as an LCC 
groundsman and as a property 
repairer, where his skills on the 
farm had stood him in good 
stead.  In fact, along with his late 
father, Harry Senior, he built up 
a reputation for his ability to 
turn his hand to all things 
agricultural.   
   Harry had many interests to fill 
his spare time: baking (he was a 
regular exhibiter at Blacko 
Show), cooking and walking his 
dog, Amber, before she did in 
2000.  He and Marjorie became 
enthusiastic attendees at the 
Blacko Luncheon Club before its 
demise, enjoying meeting his 
friends from around the village.  
That was despite the prostrate 
cancer he had been diagnosed 
with.  Cheerful to the end, Harry 
passed away peacefully in 
October.  A pleasure and a 
privilege to have known you.  

AILEEN BALDWIN 
Aileen Baldwin (73) of Willaston 
Avenue died on 13 November.  
She was born in Glasgow, but 
came to Burnley when she was 
three months old.  After ten years 
living in Brierfield she moved to 
Blacko with husband, Peter, and 
children, Lisa and Chris in 1979, 
and became part of a close 
community of friends, which has 
endured for 40 years with very 
little change, and was very 
supportive in the last few months 
of her illness. 
   After the children became 
independent she led an 
adventurous life: walking on the 
Everest Trail, trekking in the 
high Andes on the Inca Trail to 
Machu Picchu, climbing the 
highest mountain in North Africa 
in Morocco and wild camping in 
Botswana.  The latter involved 
instruction as to what to do if you 
encountered a lion on a nightly 
visit to the loo tent.  Many other, 
less extreme, holidays to faraway 
places followed.  In her later 
years she loved to visit her 
grandchildren in Norwich and 
Flackwell Heath. And left many 
happy memories for her family.            
Aileen was, for a number of 
years, very much involved with 
the Blacko Hospice Committee, 
which raised huge amounts of 
money for this worthy cause.  

 

Did you enjoy the 
Christmas  

lanterns in the tree across 
from school? All being well 
next year there will be 
more. Would you like to 
contribute towards them?  
If so, please contact one 
of the Parish Councillors.   

 
 
 

STEPHEN HALSTEAD 
Stephen (Steve) passed away  
peacefully in the Royal 
Blackburn Hospital on Monday, 
18th November, 2019 following a 
short illness aged 63.  Steve, the 
son of Joan and the late Peter 
Halstead of Higherford, shuttle 
manufacturers. He was educated 
at St Thomas’s, Barrowford and 
Nelson Grammar School.  On 
attaining 16 years, Steve joined 
the Lancashire Constabulary as a 
cadet.  Thus began his 32 year 
career, his first posting was to 
Barnoldswick, and to Colne and 
Nelson.  He always wanted to 
remain local, taking over a rural 
beat.  However, knowing driving 
passion was his passion, he soon 
aspired to Traffic, and became 
Lancashire Constabulary Driver 
of the Year at 21, the youngest 
ever.  This became his life until 
moving to CID (Stolen Vehicle 
Squad).  He then transferred to 
Higham Rural Beat, covering 
Higham and Fence.  For his last 
five years Steven was “head-
hunted”, and had the privilege to 
drive the Chief Constable around 
the country, which is where 
Blacko residents perhaps best 
remember him, leaving for work 
in the early hours with a car 
which had a modified exhaust 
system.   
   When he retired from the 
Lancashire Constabulary he got 
a job delivering drugs for local 
pharmacies.  Steve is survived by 
his wife, Lynn, sons, Christopher 
and Richard, and his mother, 
Joan   
   Lynn would like to thank 
everyone for all the support, 
messages of condolence.  She 
feels privileged to live in the 
supportive community of Blacko.   

ALL CHANGE WITH THE SCISSORS! 
 

 
 

A big welcome to NICKI CRISP.  Now of 
“PULSE” in the village, she is a hairdresser of over 
20 years experience, having trained in Manchester 
by Andrew Collinge.  She went on to work there 
and in Liverpool, and is now happily settled in 
Blacko.  She thanks all her existing and new clients 
for their support. 

 
 
JULIE PROCTOR needs no introduction as the 
proprietor of the barber’s shop in Blacko, now 
relocated to “Valley View”, 433, Gisburn Road.  
We wish them both well in their new premises. 

USEFUL NAMES & ADDRESSES 
 

Highway problems  
ring Lancashire County Council on  

0845 053 0011  

Blacko Neighbourhood Watch 
Mr  Tom Root, 4, Beverley Road, Blacko, BB9 6LX   698006 

or on line at www.highways@lancashire.gov.uk  
 

  

Blacko School PTA 
Ring Blacko School on 616669 
 

 

BLACKO PARISH COUNCIL meets at 7pm in the School (Beverley Road entrance) on the fourth Tuesday of every month (except 
December), and members of the public are invited cordially to attend 

 

Chairman 
Mr Neil Hodgson, 7, Hollin Fold, Blacko, BB9 6LW  692565 

Members 
Mr Peter Hesketh,  445, Gisburn Road, Blacko,  
BB9 6LS   616562 (Vice Chairman & Blacko News editor) 
Mr Roy Fewster, East Stone Edge Cottage, Barnoldswick Road, Blacko, 
BB9 6RE   616676 
Mr David Stone, 1 Malkin Close, Blacko, BB8 6LY  612441 
Mr David Whalley, 3, Malkin Close, Blacko, BB9 6LY  07762 748393 
Mrs Hilary Wager, 563, Gisburn Road, Blacko, BB9 6LZ  697697 

County Councillors 
Mrs Jenny Purcell, 249, Gisburn Road, Barnoldswick, BB18 5LL  07917 
627447 
Mr David Whipp, Bank Edge, Lockfield Drive, Barnoldswick, BB18 
6HN  666777 

Borough & Parish Councillor 
Mr Noel McEvoy, 17 Hollin Fold, Blacko, BB9 6LW  07758 072960 

Clerk to the Parish Council 
Mrs Kelly Wood, 30, Dryden Street, Padiham,  
BB12 8TQ  07713 125677   

   

Blacko News is published by Blacko Parish Council, edited and designed by Peter Hesketh and printed by Peter Scott Printers 01282 452221 

VISIT US AT www.blackovillage.com 
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BLACKO NEWS 
WWIINNTTEERR  22001199//2200  

A FIST FULL OF CERTIFICATES! 
(BUT NO PLAQUE AGAIN) 

NO FEWER than six certificates 
were picked up by Blacko in the 
Lancashire Best Kept Village and 
Britain Bloom North West 
Competitions. 
   The village was runner-up in the Champion 
Village class of BKV (pipped at the post by 
Higham), and winner of the best war memorial 
and children’s play area.  Staying with BKV, 
the village was runner-up in the best shop 
category, sheltered accommodation (Hill 
View) and notice board.  In Britain in Bloom 
North West Blacko won a Silver Gilt in the 
village class.  Disappointingly, and despite 
being in the finals, the Best Kept Village in 
Lancashire crown is not to be worn again for 
another year. A wonderful effort was put in, 
and the village, as always, was a beauty to 
behold.  The BIBNW report can be viewed in 
the village notice boards.  Well done everyone!   

 

So, do you love living in Blacko?  Have you heard of our Adopt-a-Spot volunteers, who keep 
an eye on parts of the village?  The Parish Council is taking this ethos further by organising 
working parties on Tuesday and Friday mornings to tackle projects and addressing issues.  If 
you would like more information (and find out more about the Best Kept Village and Britain in 
Bloom North West competitions), please ring 616562. 

 

IT HAD TO HAPPEN…… 
………….. sooner or later.  Despite repeated requests for drivers not to fully park on 
pavements, leaving insufficient room, a serious accident occurred in January when an 
elderly and infirm gentleman driving a mobility scooter tried to squeeze through the gap 
between the wall and a car.  He overbalanced and was thrown from his scooter into the 
road, fracturing his hip.  The police are investigating.  Also, brought to the attention of 
the editor, that there has been a series of incidents where vehicles parked as described 
have been “coined”.  Needless to say this is not acceptable in Blacko. 
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SINCE THE LAST EDITION 
THE EVER-POPULAR “Beating 
the Bounds” family walk was 
very much enjoyed in May. 
   This ancient tradition, whereby 
villagers undertook the annual 
check of outlying boundary stones, 
to ensure all was in order, is now 
part of Blacko life. 
 

 
 

The Beating the Bounds walkers 
ready for the off 

 

In this edition of Blacko News, I 
would have reported on the village 
show and family fun day, but and 
for the first time in many years, this 
did not occur, due to retirements of 
Events Committee members and 
the reluctance for anyone to come 
forward and fill the void.  
However, I can report on one 
extremely successful event 
organised by the Parish Council 
and the Events Committee.  That 
was the presentation evening in 
November at the Rising Sun hosted 
by Pete and Nicola Loftus.  This 
social gathering is now an 
important occasion on the Blacko 
social scene.   
   The Peter Reed Cup was 
presented jointly to volunteers 
David Whalley, Mick Banks and 
Colin Ford for all their hard work.  
On a regular basis they meet to 
undertake routine tasks and 
projects, augmenting the good 
works by the adopt-a-spot 
volunteers, and those villagers 
who, on an informal basis, keep the 
village spick and span. 
   Another important, and enjoyable 
task, is the presentation of prizes in 
the frontage competition.  Every 
property in the Best Kept Village  
 

Competition judging area is entered 
automatically.  These are the 
results: Small – Donna Benson and 
Andrew Clegg, Gisburn  
Road.  Runners-up Gail and Mick 
Walker, Gisburn Road.  
Medium -  Netta Barrow of  
Willaston Avenue.  Runners-up 
Victor and Jean Giannandrea, 
Willaston Avenue. 
Large – Colin Ford, Gisburn Road.     
Runners-up Ged and Maureen 
Ivers. 
“Wow factor” - Nicky Crisp at the 
hairdressers. 
Theme – Colin Ford, Gisburn 
Road. Best Basket or tub – Alison 
and Ian MacDonald.  Runner-up 
Steve Taylor, Gisburn Road. 
Best estate – Hollin Fold 
Best commercial property – July 
and Ray Proctor at the Barber’s. 
Runners-up Rising Sun 
Allotment – winners David and 
Lesley Stone.  Runner-up Geoff 
Goddard. 
Community effort – Hill View 
“Little Green Fingers” – Blacko 
School. 
Champion of Champions (for 
consistency) – Barry and Judith 
Slater.  
Another annual competition is the 
Christmas Twinkle awards, judged 
by Grace and Molly Root, the 
winners for 2018 being Sandra and 
Simon Askew, with John and Lynn 
Atkinson runners-up.  The 
presentations were made by the 
Mayor of Pendle, Councillor Ken 
Hartley. 
 

 
 

Presentation Evening at the 
Rising Sun  

 

Special recognition was made to 
the Best Kept Village and Britain 
in Bloom (North West) sponsors: 
 

• A Ashworth & Son 
• Peter & Betty Byrne 
• Norman and Joan Robinson 

at Robinson & Lawlor 
• Steve Nutter at Wheatley 

Financial Services 
• The Hoare Family in 

memory of Jean 
• Netta Barrow in memory of 

David 
• Jane & Mick Bradley at 

Salterforth Nurseries 
• John McBeath in memory 

of Anne-Marie 
• Trevor and Karen Lloyd at 

J T Lloyd Cosmetics 
• Sean MacParland 
• Alison and Ross 

Butterworth at A to B 
• Stuart & Barbara Forrest 
• Derek & Freda Bulcock 
• Graeme Bannister 
• Blacko Events Committee 

 
Special thanks were made to Kath 
and Alec Cassie at Stainthwaite 
Boarding Kennels, Zane Reddy at 
Carter Fabrications, Lengthsmen 
Phil and Lewis Hardman, Chris 
Walton, Kelly Wood, Sue Padgett, 
Nicola and Pete Loftus at the 
Rising Sun, Jane and Mick 
Bradley, Janet Matthews for her 
photography, Mick, John and 
David at Salterforth Nurseries for 
help and advice, Roy Glover, the 
webmaster and, of course, to the 
adopt-a-spot volunteers who 
tirelessly litter-pick. 

 

Answer to the last 
edition’s picture puzzler - 

 The “metal thing” is a 
pipe feeding the petrol 
tank where to village 

garage (on stilts)  used to 
be across from school and 

now the WI garden. 
 

BLACKO FROM THE ARCHIVES 
100 years ago 
The summary of the minutes of the Parish Council are, 
at this time, somewhat brief.  The last reference was as 
is reproduced in the last issue of the News, and the 
next in November, 1920.  That was an horrendous 
time for Blacko people, and touches upon something 
causing heartache to this day, as will be explained in 
the next edition. 
50 years ago 
At the Parish Council meeting on 19th June, 1969, 
amongst the correspondence received was a letter 
from a landowner was read.  The landowner was 
objecting to the proposed housing development on 
land adjoining his property (Willaston Avenue).    On 
31st July, 1969, Burnley Rural District Council 
informed Blacko Parish Council that any garden fence 
which exceeded seven feet in height on the Malkin 
Close estate would have to come down or be reduced, 
and that the surveyor was checking the report that 
field drains has been destroyed by the builders of the 
estate.  A letter from a local solicitor was read.  It 
enclosed a copy of a letter from the Charity 
Commissioners, stating that the Commission would 
not sanction the sale of the church property (the 
allotments) to the Council for a nominal figure.  Any 
sale would have to be the full market value.  
10 years ago 
The front page of the Autumn, 2009, edition of Blacko 
News heralded the new six-page format of the popular 
parish publication announcing that it had been decided  

that the North West in Bloom Competition had been 
entered for the first time, joining the long-standing 
Lancashire Best Kept Village Competition.  The 
photograph on the front page was one of the newly-
erected finger post.  Inside, there was a report on on 
number of environmental project, possible through 
grant aid under the Green Partnership Award Scheme, 
including walling, tree felling, planting and pruning.  
At a ceremony at County Hall, the village had put on a 
display of work undertaken under the GPA scheme. 
   The village show and family fun day, organised by 
the Evens Committee in September, was a great 
success, as was the Frontage Competition (still a 
popular occasion), and the Peter Reed cup was 
awarded to Peter and Betty Byrne for their 
contribution to village life.  The village welcomed 
John Ingham as the new mine host at the Rising Sun, 
and Julie took over the barber’s shop, once considered 
a hopeless case and blot on the landscape.  On the 
social scene, the News announced the annual 
presentation evening and get-together, a bonfire night 
at the Cross Gaits, a Christmas gifts’ evening, the 
Events Committee’s Christmas Dance at the White 
Bull at Gisburn, the over 70s’ Christmas meal, Carols 
around the Tree at the Sun, a pantomime trip to 
Preston Guild Hall and the annual children’s party in 
the chapel.  Phew; did we have so much then?  There 
were reports from the NSPCC and Hospice 
Committees, both of which are no longer with us.   
 

BLACKO SCHOOL NEWS – HEAD, KATE RICHARDS, UPDATES 
IT IS WONDERFUL to be 
asked to report on Blacko 
Primary School news for the 
Parish magazine, and we hope 
you enjoy hearing what we have 
been up to: 
It has been amazing to see our 
children grow in their learning 
over the last term. Our newly- 
modified curriculum has seen us 
focus on Local Knowledge and 
currently, Creative Minds. As we 
move up to Christmas we will be 
exploring Life Journeys. 
Our houses have been busy too, 
with the Elm House securing a 
textile recycling bin to raise 
awareness of the importance of 
recycling whilst generating funds 
for school. We are keen to involve 
the community and so the children 
will be out delivering leaflets of 
what you can donate and how. 
 

 
 

Within sports, our teams have been 
really active. The football team came 
second in their competition and the  
  

 
 

As the old song goes, it was hot in 
the summertime! 

the netball team have achieved 
success in their tournaments too. 
Our dodgeball team recently won 
their competition and were also 
chosen for the award for the best 
sportsmanship which is incredible, 
we’re all very proud. 
Throughout the term we have had 
lots of visitors and trips for 
educational experiences, from a 
local artist teaching children how 
to create recycled paper to a trip to 
the National Space Centre in 
Leicester. These opportunities 
enhance our learning and enthuse 
children’s imaginations. 
  Finally, on the run up to 
Christmas, we were asked to host 
the Carols under the star on 
Tuesday 17th December, taking 
over from the Events Committee. 

 

BLACKO VOLUNTEER 
REWARDED 

 

VIVIENNE HESKETH received an 
award from the Mayor of Pendle, 
Councillor Ken Hartley, at the town 
hall in October for “outstanding 
achievement and going that extra 
mile”.  The award was for all her 
hard work in the Best Kept Village 
and Britain in Bloom North West 
Competitions, which over the years 
has made Blacko into a truly lovely 
place to live in. Thank you, Vivienne! 
 

 
 

Vivienne tending the wildflower 
and herb gardens on the recreation 

ground 
 

 
Remembrance Sunday, 2019 

 

GINGERBREAD 
PICTURE 
FRAMING 

Professional 
picture 

framing at 
down-to-earth 

prices 
 

We mount and frame 
• Prints 
• Watercolours 
• Oils 
• Tapestries 
• Needlework 
• Certificates 

 
Hand-crafted in 

Blacko (Gisburn Road) 
– Over 30 years 

experience 
 

Please ring Ian on  
01282 449380  

or 07880 796419 

PARISH COUNCIL 
NEWS – THE 

CHAIRMAN, NEIL 
HODGSON, REPORTS 
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   The November meeting was the 
last of the calendar year, and New 
Year is now upon us as I write, so I 
will wish you all well for 2020. 

 
 

NEW FACES AT THE CROSS GAITS!  PETER GODWIN (LEFT) AND ADAM MARSHALL HAVE 
TAKEN OVER, HAVING COME FROM THE PUNCH BOWL AT EARBY 

SINCE THE LAST EDITION 
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The Beating the Bounds walkers 
ready for the off 
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Competition judging area is entered 
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